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ABSTRACT

This paper suggests that students and their learning should
become the focus of everything that college faculty do, examining what is
currently known about student learning and where this knowledge comes from.
Two large volumes have been published on what is known about student learning
in college. A distillation of what is known can be extracted from research
on: seven principles for good practice in undergraduate education; three
critical conditions for excellence; and nine strategies for improving student
learning. The seven principles of good practice emphasize: student-faculty
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tick. Research should become the working partner of both personal experience
with learning and focused conversations about learning with colleagues.
Faculty must know what to look for (through research), observe themselves
participating in lifelong learning (self-reflection), and be much more aware
of students' learning. A powerful advantage of using research findings to
start conversations about learning is that it is a way to involve faculty and
administrators actively in learning. (Contains 18 references.) (SM)
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